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Mission Statement  
The mission of Overton Public Schools is to provide a learning environment that is rigorous, 

meaningful, and safe; and that welcomes diversity and mutual respect among adults and 

students. We value parents and community as partners in supporting and encouraging all 

students to acquire the knowledge necessary to participate in the world community.  

  http://www.overtoneagles.org 

Continuing Improvement Goals 
1. All non-resource students shall be pre-
algebra proficient by the end of twelfth 
grade. 

2. All non-resource students will graduate 
with a tenth-grade reading level. 
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Overton Public School 
Overton Public School in 

the 2014-2015 school year, 

is served by two adminis-

trators, twenty -eight  

teachers, one guidance 

counselor,  and one full - 

time library/media aide.  

In addition to our educa-

tion staff, OPS employs 

seven paraprofessionals, 

two secretaries,  two cus-

todians, three food service 

personnel and three regu-

lar bus drivers.  

Accreditation 
The Overton Public School is fully accredited by the Nebraska Department 
of Education.  Each fall our school completes reports verifying accreditation 
standards have been met.  A thorough self-study involving school staff and 
district patrons must be done each seven years.  Overton School conducted 
its study during the 2002-2003 school year.  Committees are developing ac-
tion plans to implement the recommendations from the study.  An external 
team of educators visited our school in February of 2013 to review our tar-
get areas. 
Standards 
The Overton Board of Education has adopted the Nebraska State Standards 
for Schools.  Curriculum has been aligned with the standards, and student 
progress in meeting the standards is measured each year. 
This year, students will be assessed in mathematics and language arts. 
All staff members will be assessing students to allow multiple opportunities 
to demonstrate mastery. 

 

Years   
Number of 
Students 

English Mathematics Reading Science Composite 

2012-
2013 

Na-
tional 

1,799,243 20.2 20.9 21.1 20.7 20.9 

2013-
2014 

Na-
tional 

1,845,787 20.3 20.9 21.3 20.8 21.0 

2012- State 17,745 21.1 21.1 21.8 21.5 21.5 

2013- State 17,768 21.3 21.1 22.0 21.7 21.7 

2012-
2013 

Dis-
trict 

14 20.8 21.4 21.6 22.6 21.8 

2013-
2014 

Dis-
trict 

17 22.6 23.0 24.1 24.9 23.8 
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Enrollment by Ethnicity 

Total Enrollment 
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Receipts  

Graduation Rate  

Expenditures  

 

http://reportcard.nde.state.ne.us/Page/FinanceDetails.aspx?SumCode=1-04000&ReportingYear=20072008&FinanceType=R&Level=di&CountyID=24&DistrictID=0004&SchoolID=&KindOfSchool=HS&Unified=0&HasKindergarten=1&Operating=1&SpecialPurpose=
http://reportcard.nde.state.ne.us/Page/FinanceDetails.aspx?SumCode=1-04000&ReportingYear=20072008&FinanceType=R&Level=di&CountyID=24&DistrictID=0004&SchoolID=&KindOfSchool=HS&Unified=0&HasKindergarten=1&Operating=1&SpecialPurpose=
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Standardized Test Scores  
2013-14                    

  Writing Performance 
 

 
 
        
 
 Reading Performance 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   Math Performance        
 
 
 
    
                                                                                       

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://reportcard.nde.state.ne.us/Page/FinanceDetails.aspx?SumCode=1-04000&ReportingYear=20072008&FinanceType=R&Level=di&CountyID=24&DistrictID=0004&SchoolID=&KindOfSchool=HS&Unified=0&HasKindergarten=1&Operating=1&SpecialPurpose=
http://reportcard.nde.state.ne.us/Page/FinanceDetails.aspx?SumCode=1-04000&ReportingYear=20072008&FinanceType=R&Level=di&CountyID=24&DistrictID=0004&SchoolID=&KindOfSchool=HS&Unified=0&HasKindergarten=1&Operating=1&SpecialPurpose=
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Financial and 
Levy Summary 

Valuations 2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 % Change $ Change 

Overton -  Dawson County 
 $ 
143,350,650.

 $ 
160,444,774.

 $  
171,408,777.0

 $  
201,697,700.017.671% 

 $ 
30,288,923.0

Overton - Phelps County 
 $    
14,657,587.0

 $    
16,928,964.0

 $     
19,247,316.00  

 $     
24,148,436.00  25.464% 

 $    
4,901,120.00  

Overton- Dawson Bond  
 $                           
-    

 $                            
-     0.000% 

 $                        
-    

Overton - Phelps Bond  
 $                           
-    

 $                            
-     0.000% 

 $                        
-    

Totals 
 $ 
158,008,237.

 $ 
177,373,738.

 $  
190,656,093.0

 $  
225,846,136.018.457% 

 $ 
35,190,043.0

       

State Aid 2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 % Change $ Change 

 
 $      
1,130,940.19  

 $      
1,082,061.61  

 $          
968,211.09  

 $       
1,166,425.01  20.472% 

 $       
198,213.92  

       

Levy Exclusions 2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 % Change $ Change 

County Treasurer's Com-
mission 

 $                           
-    

 $                    
86.82  

 $                            
-    

 $                            
-    0% 

 $                        
-    

Voluntary Termination 
 $                           
-    

 $              
8,595.00  

 $                            
-    

 $                            
-    0% 

 $                        
-    

Total 
 $                           
-    

 $              
8,681.82  

 $                            
-    

 $                            
-    0% 

 $                        
-    

       

Expenditure Exclusions 2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 % Change $ Change 

Distance Education Trans-
mission 

 $                           
-    

 $                           
-    

 $                            
-     0.00% 

 $                        
-    

Early Retirement Incentive 
Program 

 $                           
-    

 $              
8,595.00  

 $                            
-     0.00% 

 $                        
-    

Increase in Retirement 
Contributions 

 $                           
-    

 $              
2,724.00  

 $             
45,540.00  

 $             
65,492.00  43.81% 

 $         
19,952.00  

Total 
 $                           
-    

 $            
11,319.00  

 $             
45,540.00  

 $             
65,492.00  43.81% 

 $         
19,952.00  
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Total Levy 2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 % Change  

General w/Exclusions 1.048405 0.963215 0.953645 0.951976 -0.1750%  

Site & Building 0.00 0.00 0.010096 0.000000 
-
100.0000%  

Bond 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.000000 0.0000%  

**Legal Levy Limit W/
Exclusions** 1.05 1.048405 0.963215 0.963741 0.941976 -2.2584%  

       

Tax Request 2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 % Change $ Change 

Overton General Fund 
w/exclusions 

 $      
1,656,566.

 $      
1,717,171.

 $       
1,818,181.

 $       
2,152,212.18.372% 

 $       
334,030.3

Bond Fund 
 $                           
-    

 $                           
-    

 $                            
-    

 $                            
-    0.000% 

 $                        
-    

Site & Building 
 $                           
-    

 $                           
-    

 Ϸ            
мфΣнпуΦпу  

 Ϸ                           
-    -100.000% 

 $        
(19,248.4

Total Tax Request 
 $      
1,656,566.

 $      
1,717,171.

 $       
1,837,430.

 $       
2,152,212.17.132% 

 $       
314,781.8

       

Budget Authority 2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 % Change $ Change 

Budget of Expenditures 
 $      
3,700,000.

 $      
3,723,323.

 $       
3,790,000.

 $       
4,150,000.9.4987% 

 $       
360,000.0

Unused Budget Authori-
ty 

 $            
15,532.00  

 $                 
211.00  

 $             
25,835.00  

 $             
98,613.00  281.7031% 

 $         
72,778.00  

Total Allowable Re-
serves 

 $      
1,665,000.

 $      
1,675,495.

 $       
1,705,500.

 $       
1,845,500.8.2087% 

 $       
140,000.0
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     The mission of mathematics education in Overton 
Public Schools is to ensure that all students have an 
opportunity to learn basic mathematics skills and 
become confident users of mathematics in real-world 
situations.  We at Overton believe that students need 
to be able to communicate mathematically, that math-
ematics competency is essential for survival in to-
dayôs technological society.  Also, that students will 
be taught with an understanding and acceptance of 
their individual differences, and that mathematics 
instruction is sequential and cumulative, building 
upon previous learning, which requires constant re-
view and application.  We also believe that assess-
ment methods must match mathematics content and 
student learning and that mathematics is an essential 
part of the entire math program with its accompany-
ing libraries. 
Taught by Mrs. Bowie and Mr. Little    

 To acquaint students with the information 
age, students are given keyboarding experience nec-
essary for success in todayôs world.  By focusing on 
the skills necessary for office workers at entry level, 
students are given the opportunity to examine evolv-
ing technologies from multi-media to the Internet as 
well as Microsoft office skills:  word processing, 
database, PowerPoint and spreadsheets.  In addition, 
numerous hands-on activities are integrated across 
the curriculum.  Students exposed to these new tech-
nology skills should be able to apply these new con-
cepts when given the opportunity in the business 
world. 
 Students can also get acquainted with 
learning the accounting cycle in accounting class in 
order to develop and maintain a business of his or 
her own. In addition, any student who takes account-
ing for one full year and earns a B or higher grade 
point average will earn 3 hours of free college credit 
from Central Community College. Consequently, 
accounting is known as a Tech  Prep articulated 
class.  
 In addition to these business classes, stu-
dents can also become involved in Future Business 
Leaders of America (FBLA) as an extracurricular 
activity.  FBLA focuses on developing stu-
dents' career, technology, and business skills through 
real-life experiences and situations.  Students also 
learn community responsibility and leadership skills 
through various activities and conferences. 
Taught by Mrs. Klepper   
  

    
OHS 

Academics! 

     Overton has a history of academic excel-
lence upon which we continue to build. We are 
centered on our academic experience in a close 
personal environment. Overton is dedicated to 
providing the maximum intellectual challenge 
for our students. Students have the opportunity 
to take non-traditional classes at Overton Pub-
lic Schools. Information  Technology and 
Family and Consumer Sciences are offered to 
both male and female students. 
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Effective skills in listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing are essential to successful communi-
cation. The Overton language arts/English staff 
will continue to support these objectives diligent-
ly. 
Taught by Mrs. Emilie Merrigan, Mrs. Alicia Lassen, 
and Mr. Paul Heusinkvelt   

     The foreign language department provides the 
opportunity to study Spanish for purposes of college 
enrollment as well as for personal or career goals. The 
skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing are 
developed with the goal of helping students com-
municate in everyday situations. In addition to the 
foundational two years of foreign language required 
for college entrance, the department offers a third 
year of instruction for students interested in develop-
ing further fluency.  The advanced class is also made 
available from Overton to other school sites via the 
distance learning  network. 
Taught by Mrs. Roos    

Overtonôs language arts/ English curriculum and 
classroom materials are aligned with the NeSA 
reading/writing standards adopted by the Ne-
braska Department of Education. 
 
The district supports an aggressive reading 
program which includes the Accelerated Reader 
and STAR reading programs in grades 1-12. 
Daily ten-minute sustained silent reading is im-
plemented in most 5-12 classes. Reading pro-
gress is monitored by the 5-12 language arts/
English teachers using MAPS scores, Acceler-
ated Reader quizzes and the STAR reading 
assessments given in August, December, and 
April. Students 9-12 who are reading below 
grade level are enrolled in Boys Town FAME 
reading development classes taught by  Mr. 
Petersen.  
 
Trait writing (ideas and content, organization, 
voice, sentence fluency, word choice, and con-
ventions) begins in kindergarten and continues 
through twelfth grade. Students in grades 4,8, 
and 11 participate in an analytic writing assess-
ment scored at Educational Service Unit 10, 
Kearney, in October in preparation for the Ne-
braska State Writing assessment completed in 
February. Additionally, writing skills of third, 
seventh, and tenth graders are assessed locally 
twice a year. Writing across the curriculum is 
also expected. 
 
Overton believes that effective speaking and 
listening are lifetime skills. Like reading and 
writing, speaking opportunities are encouraged 
in all classes. Sophomores are required to take 
Speech Communication class in which they 
learn intrapersonal communication and inter-
viewing skills, and the elements of creating and 
delivering effective speeches for multiple types 
of audiences. 

 The Title I program at the Overton Public 
School is a school-wide program. It strives to meet the 
needs of all students in reading and math, from kinder-
garten through twelfth grade. Currently, Sound Part-
ners, Road to the Code, Stepping Stones to Literacy and 
Accelerated Reader are programs in place to assist stu-
dents with meeting individual reading goals. Accelerat-
ed Math is in place to assist students with individual 
progress in math. We also monitor student progress 
with a program called AIMS. 
 An additional element to the Title 1 program 
is the parental involvement group. The Parent-Teacher 
Organization (PTO) and Academic Booster Club (ABC) 
have joined together. The mission of this organization is 
to enhance and support the academic needs of the Over-
ton community. The ABC/PTO organization are 
continuing to assist with the reading carnival in the 
spring, the Scholastic Book Fair, Read Across America 
week, and various other activities. 
Taught by Mrs. Wallace       
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     The special education department at Overton is 
divided into two main groups: speech language 
and resource. Speech language services are pro-
vided by a speech pathologist contracted through 
ESU 10 in Kearney. The resource department is 
currently divided into two levels, birth through 6th 
grade and 7th grade through age 21, with two cer-
tified special education teachers.  
      The Overton special education department has 
been a member of the Nebraska School Districts 
Student Record System (SRS) since 2002. All 
student reports are on this web-based program 
housed in Lincoln. This program not only allows 
parents to access their childôs special education 
information on a secure web site but also lets 
schools transfer these files to a new district within 
the state on the SRS. As time goes on, more of the 
information required by the state will be relayed 
through this system. 
     Students from birth to age twenty-one are eligi-
ble for services if they are verified with a disabil-
ity under IDEA 97, 92 NAC 51 or Rule 51. All 
verifications are made at the local level by a mul-
tidisciplinary team which is determined by the 
studentôs disability along with state and federal 
government guidelines.  
Taught by Mr. Petersen and Mrs. Ryan   

     Art classes provide student artists with 
an opportunity to express themselves crea-
tively with a wide variety of media, both 
two- and three-dimensional. The art ele-
ments and principals of design elements are 
emphasized. The specific content of the 
courses is drawing, painting, printing, 
sculpture, art appreciation, and other experi-
ences. Art exhibitions at the elementary, 
middle school, and high school levels are 
held at the close of each year. Kindergarten 
through fourth grade art is taught on a rotat-
ing schedule: Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday. Grade 5 meets every Friday, and 
Grade 6 meets every Monday. Grades 7 and 
8 meet every day for one quarter. Grade 10 
is divides in half each half receiving art eve-
ry day for a semester. Junior and Seniors, 
who take art, meet every day all year. 
Taught By Mrs. Brooks 
 
 

     Web Design and Development offer students 
the opportunity to experience and master several 
aspects of technology within a project-based 
classroom.  The students are in charge of updat-
ing and maintaining the functionality of the 
schoolôs web page.  This requires knowledge of 
HTML coding.  The students also create and edit 
digital videos and learn the process for creating 
a movie.  There is also time to dive into the indi-
vidual studentôs interest in computers and com-
puter technology. 
 Taught by Mr. Brumm   
 

     Computer Multimedia is a beginner-level 
course in multimedia production and computer 
technology. The course provides students with a  
basic introduction to multimedia, using industry-
standard software and hardware. Students  use 
Macintosh computers for all projects. 
Taught by Mr. Simpson   
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     The Computers 5/6 program is designed 
to enable students to build essential technol-
ogy skills applicable across all academic 
content areas.  These skills include class-
room instruction in technology: word pro-
cessing, graphics, databases, spreadsheets, 
desktop publishing, telecommunications 
and the Internet, multimedia, programming, 
operating environments, and applied tech-
nology. In Computers 5/6, s636tudents ex-
perience more active and engaged learning 
in small group, hands-on, grade-specific 
activities, therefore achieving at higher aca-
demic levels, and students are directly ena-
bled to develop lifelong skills in working 
collaboratively, thinking analytically, solv-
ing complex problems, and communicating 
clearly and creatively.  Some time will be 
spent on using the Internet for educational 
purposes, such as research. 
Taught by Mr. Simpson               

     Social studies in the fifth through eighth 
grades follows the State Social Studies Stand-
ards concentrating on the history of the United 
States, world civilizations, and geography. The 
fifth grade class studies the history of the United 
States. The sixth grade class learns about world 
civilizations. The seventh class studies the histo-
ry of the United States through the Civil War 
and the eighth grade class learns about United 
States history from Civil War to the present. 
 Taught by Mr. Simpson 
 
     The main purpose of social studies in the 
ninth through twelfth grades is to develop capa-
ble citizens who are empowered with 
knowledge, skills, and attitudes enabling them to 
make informed decisions in a culturally diverse 
and interdependent world.  The events of Sep-
tember 11 have impacted the importance of this 
mission.  Citizens cannot be isolated into their 
own little world without the rest of the world 
having an impact on them.  The departmentôs 
philosophy is to teach the past so students will 
have a better understanding of how we reached 
where we are, including the conflicts and 
achievements that our country has met.  Social 
studies links the past, present, and future.  To 
understand the future we need to understand 
both the present and the past.  It is very im-
portant to understand what is happening in the 
world today.  One of the most important parts of 
social studies is to teach and have the students 
understand current events so they develop into  
responsible, active citizens in our society.  
Taught by  Miss Chramosta  
Taught by  Ms. Chramosta  

Overton strives to expand the educa-
tional horizons of its students through a distance 
learning partnership with Central Community 
College.  Through C. C. C., Overton offers Eng-
lish courses for those students who wish to chal-
lenge themselves.  Our distance learning pro-
gram allows students to leave high school with 
transferable college credits.  

     At Overton Public Schools, the science de-
partment has several goals.  The goals include 
developing studentsô abilities to reason, and 
think logically, and critically about information in 
a variety of contexts.  Science uses multiple ap-
proaches to instruction, including hands-on labs, 
demonstrations, and lecturing.  Science is split 
into several categories which include physical, 
earth,  life sciences, biology, physics, anatomy, 
DNA science, and chemistry. 
Taught by Mr. Ehlers  and  
Mrs. Bennett         
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Library Media Center  
 The Library Media Center is the 
place to go for books and information.  We 
have reading materials for Kindergarten 
through adult available for check -out to the 
staff and students at our school.  The goal 

is to keep a current collection through 
online resources and print copies, available 
for use based on the needs of the school 
and the requests of students and teachers.  
The current Nebraska Golden Sower nomi-
nees are available for students to read 
throughout the year and vote on each 
spring.  
 The LMC is also the schoolõs Accel-
erated Reader testing center.  Renaissance 
Place provides students online access to 
thousands of AR tests.  A link is provided 
on the home page where parents, students, 
and teachers can check reading levels of 

books, along with accessing the online cata-
log through Destiny, to search materials 
available in our library.  Electronic data-
bases and subscriptions provide dependable 
and safe access to online resources, such as 
ProQuest and NoodleTools.  
 The library also encourages a love 
for learning and reading.  Activities such as 
Game Night, authorõs visits, Read Across 
America, and National Library Week celebr-
tions are all incorporated to increase stu-
dent interest, lifelong reading, and library 
use.   
Staffed by Mrs. Lassen and Mrs. Shalee 

(Left): Students compet-
ing in the Overton 
Spelling Bee. 
 
 
(Top): Participants in the 
Overton Cheer and 
Dance Camp. 

   The Industrial Technology Department is a com-
plete program of hi-tech and traditional training to 
fully expose  students to many different areas, such 
as welding, carpentry, wood working and power 
mechanics to prepare them for further educational 
training in an occupation and/or life skills.  We com-
municate with the colleges in Nebraska, Kansas, and 
Wyoming concerning their curriculum and entrance 
requirements.  We have articulated with Central 
Community College in Hastings, NE in welding and 
are in the process of articulating in other areas our .  
The department has continually been improved and 
modified to meet the needs of the students, commu-
nity, employers, colleges, and requirements of the 
Nebraska Department of Education. 
Taught by Mr. McClain     
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Overton High School One-Act Production for Fall 2014 was the comedy Jolly 
Roger: King oô the Pirates by Wayne Mitchell, Shane Mitchell, and Erin Da-
gon. The group put on school and community performances in addition to 
competing in Elm Creek One-Act Festival, Fort Kearney Conference, and 
Districts. 

 
ONE-ACT CAST ñJolly Roger: King oô the Piratesò by Wayne Mitchell 

Actors: 
Captain Cleverly: Cody Nichols 
Nate: Logan Wieland 
Dick: Josh Thompson 
Lady Loveaduck: Mackenzie Beavers 
Margaret: Ivey Zimmerman 
Jolly Roger: Taylor Sarratt 
 
 

 

 

 

Crew: 
Mason Area Dani Jewett 
James Anderson  Shae Grayek 
Jailey Harris  Taylor Kizer 
Diana Perdomo Shannon Callahan 
Jessica Allen Lazz Vance 
Monica Meier Morgan Area 
Sidney Enochs Tori Anderson 

Winter/Spring 2015 Speech Team 
 

Speech team members: Tara Liess, DJ Ander-
son, Taylor Sarratt, Josh Thompson, Desi 
Haussler 
Coach: Mrs. Emilie Merrigan 
 
FKC medalists: Taylor Sarratt - 3rd Entertain-
ment; Josh Thompson - 5th Informative 
 
District medalists: DJ Anderson ï 5th place 
Humorous Prose; Taylor Sarratt ï 5th place 
Entertainment 
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Family and Consumer Science courses offer 
students the opportunity to 
prepare for life, careers, and 
citizenship through a focus 
centering around the fami-
ly.  Students develop skills 
for life, such as: food and 
nutrition, clothing, housing, 
relationships, career prepa-
ration, consumer education, 
and life management.  
Overton also offers Family, 
Career and Community 
Leaders of America organi-
zation.  FCCLA is a non profit national career 
and technical student organization for young 
men and woman 7-12 grades with family as 
its central focus. The National STAR 
(Students Taking Action with Recognition) 
competition gives students to com-
pete for honors in many different 
categories.  This year Overton had 
affiliated members participate in 
several STAR projects. One group, 
Diana Perdomo and Haily Harris, 
took their Chapter Service Project 
to Districts in Maxwell. The fresh-
man won District Champions and 
took their Ronald Selfie Challenge 
onto Nationals in Washington D.C.  
in July. They took home a Gold 
Medal at Nationals.  Next year we 
are aiming to increase involvement 
in FCCLA.   
Mrs. Lindsay Rosner is the FCS 
instructor and FCCLA sponsor.   
 
  
 
 

FCCLA members. 

FBLA Members 


