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     Diana Perdomo and Hailey Harris, two Overton High School 
freshmen are collecting pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald House 

Charity as part of their FCCLA project.  They have collected over 90 
pounds of pop tops since school started and they hope to raise 

$2,000 from their pop tab donations.  They have placed jars in the 
school cafeteria as well as at businesses in town.  Tabs can be 

dropped off at the school office as well.  They chose a fundraising 
and social media campaign around this charity as their FCCLA pro-

ject.   

     The elementary classes have a challenge to see who can collect 

the most pop tabs.  The class with the most tabs by January 13 

gets a party. 

     Diana and Hailey will take the tabs to the Ronald McDonald 

House in Omaha when they are finished.  The tabs will then be 
turned over to a recycling plant where they will be weighed and the 

money will go to assist with expenses at the Ronald McDonald 

House. 

     The girls are encouraging people to use the hashtag 
#RonaldSelfie when posting pictures to social media to bring aware-

ness to the cause.  These girls are “Making a Difference”. 

Bucketful of Pop Tabs 



Game Night is a Success! 
 
 Game Night at the school library was a popular 

spot to be on November 18.  Over 100 students joined 
several teachers and parents and packed the library.  
Students were treated to popcorn and lemonade as 

they played games, did puzzles, and looked at books.  While the  noise 
level was not library-like, students were busy and involved learning new games and play-
ing old ones with their classmates, siblings, and parents.  The next game night will be 

Tuesday, January 13,  There will be more games, more fun, and hopefully some more 

space.  Come and join us!! 



Fun in the Library 



Kindergarten 



Mr. Heusinkvelt’s Middle School Language Arts Classroom 

         The students are all in agreement; keep Mr. Heusinkvelt happy, then the classroom creates an inspiring 

learning environment.  The Middle School Language Art classroom has been a wonderful environment so far this 
semester.  The students have been coming into class ready to learn each and everyday.  Well, maybe more like al-

most everyday. 
 

7th and 8th-The classroom seems to be a little less stressful, as the criteria, standards, and overall awareness of 

the material at hand are more comforting to the eighth year veteran teacher.  We work with two different books in 

the seventh and eighth grades.  One book is geared for literature to improve reading of all different pieces of writ-
ten work.  The other book is geared to improve the students writing and grammar.  We also work once a week on 

our 6+1 traits writing for descriptive papers.  With the new one to one iPads, students have had to learn how to 

complete their work on their iPads.  It started out a little chaotic, but many of the students have adjusted well and 

are using them more regularly. 

 

5th Grade-The 5th grade class has the opportunity to meet in room 208 for periods 5 and 6.  In period 5, 
the class focuses on the elements of Reading.  We concentrate on reading strategies that help us become more effi-

cient readers.  They get to read two small selections and a short story.  We will focus on a story element on each 

selection and check for comprehension. 

 

In period 6, the 5th graders concentrate on better spelling habits and improve their grammatical ability.   
Each day they have a worksheet page that is modeled, practiced, and assessed for each element being focused on 

that week.  During this time frame, students once a week work on their 6+1 traits of descriptive writing to improve 

their overall ability to write.  We have just finished up their first final piece on a Thanksgiving dinner to remember. 

 

APL strategies that were recently learned are being used to help improve the students’ classroom behavior, 

learning process, and understanding of the material being taught.  These strategies were implemented into the 
curriculum as soon as I got back from the two-day workshop.  I have seen an increase in scores and in compre-

hension, which makes my life and the parents’ life much less stressful.  Can’t wait to see what next semester 

holds! 

A huge THANK YOU to everyone that helped to make our Overton Upward Scholarship 

basketball tournament a big success.  We have many sponsors that support us each year 
and many volunteers that we could not do without.  Thanks again.  We appreciate all you 

do!!   

Overton Upward Scholarships 

The next meeting for the ABC/Pto group is January 22 at 7:00 pm at the Overton Golf 

Course .  Be sure to attend. 

     ABC/PTO 

     The Walmart Foundation and Facility #637  has informed Overton Public School that 

we have been selected to receive a grant through the Local Facility Giving Program in the 
amount of $500.00.  We have received this money to help support the fruit and vegetable 

program at our school.  Thank you to our local Walmart store for this wonderful gift. 

Thank you!! 



What is Happening in First Grade! 

 

The first graders have been working hard on lots of different things! We have started Rocket Math and Ac-

celerated Math. Rocket Math is going well and the kids are always so excited to pass and get to the next level. I love 

to see their bright, smiling faces when they succeed. They are also very excited about getting to work on the I-pads 

to do Accelerated Math.   

 We have taken the STAR Reading test and will be starting Accelerated Reader. The students are excited to 

begin and to want be like their older siblings. The want to be “one of the big kids.” 

 In Science and Social Studies we have been discussing all the different habitats and how our world has 

changed. We explored different habitats through videos and discussion. The students really seemed to be interested 

and fascinated with all the different types of habitats that are apart of our world. 

 We also had a “Thanksgiving feast” with the kindergarteners. We got together and shared popcorn and apples 

just like the Native Americans and pilgrims did many years ago. The kids were excited and had a lot of fun! 

Mrs. Cordes  

Thanksgiving Feast!        Hard at work!  

    

Rocket Math on I-pads!                                                  Group work to figure out a problem! 



 Happy Holidays from the Preschool Room! 
 

 

We have been very busy in the Preschool room. The children have been learning their let-
ters, sounds, numbers and how to write their names! Every day is full of exciting activities 

designed to encourage education in the most positive way imaginable. 

 

One recent happening in our room includes reading about the Gingerbread Man and then 

making him. You won’t believe what happened! After we baked him, he jumped out of the 
oven! We searched ALL over the school until we found him.  We then decorated and ate 
him.  He tasted SO good!  (We did this activity during letter “G” week.)   

 

During the letter “H” week, we got to wear our favorite hats to school! We were fortunate to 
see all kinds of cool headwear on Hat Day. 

 

Making ice cream during letter “I” week is probably one of the children’s favorite activities 

in our preschool room.  We made the ice cream by pouring milk, sugar and vanilla in a 
Ziploc bag, and then placing that bag inside a bigger Ziploc that was full of ice and salt. 

The preschoolers then make the ice cream by shaking the bags. They all agree that it is 
the best tasting ice cream…EVER! 

 

The preschoolers are very excited for Christmas. We have worked in Santa’s workshop, 

made our names in Christmas lights, made ornaments, written our letter to Santa, made 
stockings, etc. There is a buzz in our room from all the excitement of the holidays! 

 

Our stockings were hung by our chimney with care in hopes that St. Nicholas soon would 

be there…. 

 

Merry Christmas from the Preschool Room! 

Miss Hogeland, Mrs. Ryan & Mrs. Marshall 

Our Stockings Are Hung! 



Hat Day with Maria 

Shyanne on Hat 

Day 

Noah, Colt, and Harper 

making ice cream 

Cady  putting on finishing 

touches to the Gingerbread 

Man 



Fun in the Art room 

The students in art have been producing fabulous work!  I have been very proud of the fin-
ished products and am so excited when a student is proud of their work.  We’ve been hav-

ing lots of fun in the k-6 classes making clay projects,  learning about different artists 
such as Picasso, Salvador Dali, Mondrian, the color wheel and warm and cool colors, Opti-
cal illusions, balance, shape, value, space and textures to name a few. We have worked 

with painting, oil pastel, weaving, Shrinky Dinks, resists and many more mediums.   K-4 
participated in a coloring contest for the holidays that will be displayed around town.  I 

have included some photo examples of some of the projects we’ve done this first Semester.  
We have done so many I had to pick one of my favorite, over-all projects, for each class.    
Kindergarten- Blotto Butterflies and Tissue Paper Flowers,  1st grade-Crayola Model Magic 

Owls, 2nd grade- Glue Resist Spider Webs and Handprint Spiders, 3rd grade-Oil Pastel 
Pumpkins with Depth,  4th grade-Name Skeletons. 

5th-7th grade have worked on learning the Elements of Art more in depth, Art History and 
Architectural Elements.  They have also worked in many different mediums so far this 
school year with many more to come. The following projects are pictured; 5th grade-Crazy 

Color Wheels, 6th grade-Enlarged Candy Wrappers and 7th grade-Line pattern Animals and 

Paper Tube Sculptures. 

High School artists have enjoyed Acrylic Paintings, Abstract Graph Drawings, Clay Whis-
tles, Containers and Masks, Paper and Cloth Mache Monsters, Zentangle Drawings and 

Mixed Media Projects.  I have included some examples of these works also. 

So far it has been an enjoyable and productive 1st half of the school year and I look for-

ward to the second half with many more fun projects to come. 


















