


 

  As usual, the vocal music department has had a very busy fall!  On October 1st, twelve high school choir 
students attended the UNK Choral Leadership Clinic.  They spent the day singing, attending a leadership 

workshop with Dr. Neil Schnoor, and listening to a performance by the UNK Choraleers. 

  On October 23rd, the high school choir as well as the Seventh Street Singers (the swing choir) performed at 

four places in Lexington as part of our fall tour.  These included: Park Avenue Estates, Plum Creek Care 

Center, Shackley Village, and the Grand Generation Center. 
  Recently, 6 students submitted applications for two different high school honor choirs, with the results still 

unknown.  In the past, we have had many students attend both the UNK and Doane Honor Choirs. 

  We would like to sincerely thank EVERYONE who ordered from our recent Deli International gift fund-

raiser.  These funds will be helping with many things, including: upcoming trip to Kansas City, tshirts, swing 

choir dresses, etc.  You can expect these orders to come in around the beginning of December. 

  And lastly, congratulations to Hannah Smith and Samantha Sarratt in 6th grade for being selected for the 
Sing Around Nebraska Honor Choir!  Around 120 students were chosen through a recorded audition from 

over 600 applicants.  They performed Saturday November 8th in Lincoln at Nebraska Wesleyan. 

  Upcoming performances:  November 11th (Veteran's Day), December 11th (k-6 Christmas program), and 

December 18th (7-12 Christmas program). 

                                  With many thanks for your continuing support of music in our school, 
                                                                                                              Mrs. Amber Reiter 

Music Notes 

2014 Sing Around Nebraska Honor Choir 

    Hannah Smith and Sammy Sarratt 

UNK Choral Leadership Day 

First Period High School Choir 

FCCLA Star Project 

 

Overton FCCLA is holding their first annual Dodgeball Tournament, Dodge, Duck, Dip, Dive, and Dodge! All 

of our profits will be donated to Susan G. Komen Foundation. There will be an admission of $2 and all of 

the money we make through that will go to the foundation as well. Dani Jewett, Paxton Huckins, and Ash-

ley Carlson are the girls who are in charge of putting on the tournament. They are very passionate about 

Teams consist of 6 to 8 players and cost is $50. There is no age limit, but keep in mind you will compete 

against everyone. There will be prizes for the winning team! We hope to have a successful first tournament. 

There will be no cap for the amount of teams, so the more teams the better. You can contact Dani Jewett 
at danielle.jewett@overtoneagles.org with any questions or to get a team together. Get a  team together and 

support Breast Cancer! 

mailto:danielle.jewett@overtoneagles.org


News from Mrs. Ryan 

 The Special Education classrooms have been a busy place.  Small group instruction 
takes place to help students close the gap between achievement and ability level.  Inter-

ventions such as Reading Triumphs and Lively Letters, helps build skills in the area of 
reading, fluency and decoding.  Students engage in activities to build skills in needed ar-
eas.  We are working together to help students meet grade level goals.  Progress reports are 

sent out quarterly to note student’s progress and growth.   

 Communication between home and school helps students gain a better understand-

ing of expectations and commitment to school work.  Students are encouraged to meet 
their AR goals.  Studies show that reading 5-10 minutes a day will boost vocabulary, read-

ing skills and achievement scores on standardized tests.  Be sure to set aside work time at 
home so students have a quiet consistent work place at home during the evening hours.  
Please support students educational growth as it is the stepping stones to their future.  

This winter we will gain an extra support for students. 

 In January the K-12 Special Education department welcomes Cooperating Teacher 

Irma Morales into our classrooms.  She will begin student teaching in the area of K-6 Re-
source for the first 9 weeks and will join Mr. Petersen for the next 9 weeks in the 7-12 pro-
gram.  Irma will introduce herself through a brief description that will be placed in an up-

coming newsletter.  Please feel free to stop in and meet Ms. Morales.   

Overton Volleyball 

On Saturday, October 18th the Overton Volleyball team held an annual FKC 

volleyball tournament.  Seven area teams came to participate in the event.  The day 

began with pool play games and ended with a single elimination tournament.   Sev-

eral alumni participants came back to join in the fun and catch up with classmates.  

Thanks to everyone for making the tournament a success! 



Sixth Grade Computers 

 

This year the Sixth Grade Computer class is a new curriculum called Slater Farms. 

The is an integrated Microsoft Office simulation that has the students complete real-world projects using Microsoft 

Word, Excel, and Powerpoint.  Students have to completed projects based on a fictional farm that sells fruits and 

vegetables.  Students are using the Microsoft Office skills they have learned last year and learning new skills to 

complete projects such as: Creating a letterhead, employee memos, newsletter, calendar using Microsoft office; 

creating a schedule, balance sheet, crop chart, and contact lists using Microsoft Excel, and creating a Powerpoint 

for a tour of the farms and a cooking demonstration.  Each of these projects reinforces skills that can be applied to 

the use of Microsoft Office, Excel, and Powerpoint that the students will use for any of their classes as well as for 

personal use. 

 

Mr. Simpson 

Band Happenings 

The Overton Marching Eagles performed awesomely this year in our 2 parades. They performed at the Har-

vest of Harmony parade in Grand Island and in the Indian Marching  

Festival in Ogallala. 

 

The K-6 Winter Concert in on Thursday, December 11th at 7 PM.  This encompasses all Kindergarten 

through 6th graders. 

 

The 7-12 Winter Concert is on Thursday, December 18th at 7 PM. This encompasses the 7-8 Band, 7-8 

Choir, JH Swing Choir, 9-12 Band, 9-12 Choir and the HS Swing Choir. 

 

Mr. Brumm 

Mr. Petersen’s  Resource  Room 

Last year was an incredible year for me personally and professionally.  I got to know many Overton students 

and developed a good working relationship with them.  This year that relationship seems to have picked up 

where it left off.  Students know that they can come to me during class as well as before or after school to get 

the assistance they may need, and I appreciate how hard they are willing to work to achieve their goals.   

In addition to providing a wide variety of support services based on the students’ needs, the resource room 

continues to provide alternative classes.  Limited last year primarily to reading and math, this year we have 

begun to offer online course alternatives through a program called Odyssey.  With Odyssey, students can ac-

cess just about any class at any level from their computer.  Currently we have 5 students working on Odyssey 

courses for credit recovery, remediation or just to take courses that a smaller school cannot always offer.  I see 

this being a very valuable tool for all students at Overton. 

It has been an incredibly challenging start but a successful one, and I would like to thank Deb Ditson and 

Shannon Lauby for their dedication, patience and hard work in helping create quality programming for our stu-

dents with special needs as well as a fun, positive learning environment. 



ABC /PTO Happenings 
 

 

 

December 12,  ABC/PTO IS IN CHARGE OF THE CONCESSION STAND.  WE NEED PARENTS TO VOLUN-

TEER TO HELP. 

SHIFTS ARE FROM     3 TO 5 (SET UP AND START OF GAME) 

5 TO 7 

 7 TO END OF GAME AND CLEAN UP. 

 

Contact Mrs. Wallace at mandi.wallace@overtoneagles.org or call 987-2424 ext. 105 if you can help.  You may also 

send a note to school with your child if you can help. 

Even if you could help part shifts, that would be great.  We are also in need of some food donated for con-

cessions.  (lettuce, shredded cheese, taco meat, olives, sour cream, salsa) 

 

 

 

Various students in the k-6 are selling tickets for a decorated Christmas tree.  If interested in buying tickets you may also contact Mrs. Wal-

lace at mandi.wallace@overtoneagles.org.  Tickets are $1.00.  The tree is on display in the commons area.  Drawing for the tree will be 

December 5 at a home basketball game. Need not be present to win.   

 

 

Remember all parents in K-6 can be volunteering.  The money raised goes towards the end of the year car-

nival, fun runs, pumpkin contest, Red Ribbon Week, etc… Please consider helping.  We need a lot of help to 

make these events successful.  
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Technology Tid-Bits 
 

Setting up Apple’s Family Share for AppleIDs. 

 

With the introduction of iOS 8 for all iDevices, Apple created a family share setup. Once setup, this allows up to 6 

people to have all of their AppleIDs connected to one “Family Organizer”. All of the ID’s use one credit card or gift-

card to make purchases and the “Organizer” can approve or decline the family members purchases. This is a great 

way for parents to control the apps that their kids put on their devices and allows an app that is purchased by one 

account to be shared by all other accounts without having to be purchased again. 

 

Setting up Family Sharing is simple. The “Family Organizer” invites up to 5 other AppleIDs to join in their “family”.  

Their account holds the credit card or gift card balance and agrees to special iTunes and Apple ID conditions for 

payment. Once the invited members accept the invitation, their devices are automatically configured with the new 

setup. Anything that has been purchased by any member of the “family” is now accessible to every other member 

by going to Purchased in the App Store. 

 

 All new iTunes, iBooks, and App Store purchases initiated by family members will be billed to the organizer’s ac-

count. But the organizer can still call the shots. Just turn on Ask to Buy for children in the family. When a child 

initiates a purchase, an alert is sent to the organizer, who can review the download and approve or decline it right 

from the organizer’s device. This applies to both purchases and free downloads. 

 

This is a great way to help combine all the many apps you may purchase over several accounts, and keep you 

from making multiple purchases of the same app. If you wish to know more about Family Sharing, or need help 

with the setup process, go to http://www.apple.com/icloud/family-sharing/ and find out more. 

 

http://www.apple.com/icloud/family-sharing/


















MINUTES OF THE OVERTON PUBLIC SCHOOL BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SPECIAL MEETING 

Parental Involvement Hearing 

November 10, 2014 

7:15 p.m.  

 

Board President called the meeting to order. Members Present: 

 

Hasty 

Johnson 

Meier 

Rudeen 

Walahoski 

 

Notification:  The November 10, 2014 special meeting of the Overton Public School Board of Education was advertised in the November 

6, 2014 edition of the Beacon Observer, and was also posted at the Overton Public School, on the Overton Public School web site, Post 

Office, R & S Market, and the Security First Bank. 

 

Open Meetings Information: To be in compliance with LB 898, The Nebraska Open Meetings Act, Board President Rudeen informed 

the public that a copy of the Open Meetings Law is posted near the LMC check-out counter. 

 

Administration Present: Mark Aten, Superintendent, Brian Fleischman, Principal 

 

Other: None 

 

Guests Present: Danielle Jewett and Taylor Kizer 

 

Action Items: 

 

1.  Moved by Johnson, seconded by Meier to adjourn at 7:30 p.m. Motion carried 5-0. Voting Yes (5): Hasty, Johnson, Meier, 

Rudeen, and Walahoski. Voting No (0). 

 

 






