


Spelling Bee 2014 
The school spelling bee was held February 11.  Students in grades 3-8 were par-

ticipants.  Each age group spelled a written round of 10 words.  From the written 

round, those with perfect papers moved on to the oral spelling rounds.  In the 7th 

and 8th grade division, Cody Nichols was the winner and Jayden Eby was the run-

ner-up.  In the 5th and 6th grade group, Megan Zulkoski was the champion and 

Sam Banzhaf was the runner-up.  In the 3rd and 4th grade division, Addy Luther 

was the winner and Garrett Converse was runner-up.   

Congratulations to the winners and to all the participants who gave their best ef-

fort.  It was great to see so many spectators supporting these students in academic 

competition.  

  

    DRIVER’s EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP 

       The Erika Rowan Foundation has a scholarship available for students planning to take a 

driver’s education course next summer.  Applications may be found at  www.erikarowan.com 

and are due April 1st. 

     Sing Around Nebraska Correction:   Callie Weston (5th Grade) 

will be attending Sing Around Nebraska later this month, not Tyler 

Racicky.   Our apologies for the error. 

 





Oregon or Bust! 

The fourth grade came back second semester to find their desks changed to covered wagons as we began our 

unit, Traveling Nebraska’s Oregon Trail.  The week was filled with many activities to help the students understand 

what life was like for pioneers traveling in a covered wagon during the 1840s and 1850s. 

    

  

Garrett and Angel do research                 Jacob, Dawson, and Cheyenne                Dalton and Maeli are working on  
 with the iPads on diseases and                work on their group project.                    a prairie picture.         
 illness on the trail. 

 

                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wyatt and Sydney learn to write and            Abby and Kaven “repack their               Micah and Natalie make hardship 
address friendly letters to put in the             wagon” after it tipped over.                   wheels. 
saddle bags they made. 

 

 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Garrett, Lauren, and Addy enjoy               Caleb and Aven thought that                     Our student aide, Chase Horn,  
“skeeter” cakes.                                            they weren’t too bad!                                 decided to try the treat, too! 

 



 

 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The students played Stealing Sticks,        Kaven and Abby work on their                  Abby forded her wagon safely across 
a trail game similar to Capture the           prairie pictures.                                           the “river.” 
Cones. 
 

 
Riley, Cinch, Angie, and Caroline               Linda Elfgren Smith shared stories of      Jeff Carlson brought in artifacts from the     
proudly show the wagons they made.     being the last family to travel the trail.   Oregon Trail found on their property.    

 

The fourth graders would like to thank Linda Smith and Jeff Carlson for taking time out of their work schedules to come into                         
the classroom and share.  It made our learning much more meaningful.    Happy trails! 
                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

        





  Overton Hot Lunch Note to Parents: 

     When selecting food for your child’s sack lunch, please remember that your child only has a short time to 

eat their lunch.  Foods that just need to be reheated work best.  If your child wants Mac and Cheese, or some 

other “cool” frozen meal, please prepare it the night before so it just has to be reheated at school.  We have 

only one microwave and when there are several of these meals that have to be made from the frozen or un-

cooked stage, it cuts into your child’s time to eat and then enjoy recess.   

      Thanks, 

      Brenda Buchholz 

P.S.  Remember that the school is a peanut and peanut butter free area. 



ABC/PTO 

 

The next meeting is April 7, 2014 at 7:00 in the 

commons area. 

 

We will be discussing the reading carnival.  All par-

ents are welcome to attend to help plan this.  The 

carnival is on Monday, April 28 in the morning.    

 

We would like to send a special thanks to Diva Flo-

ral, Brenda Buckholz, Alicia Luther, Cinema 8 

Theaters, and Carlos O’Kelly’s for donating prizes 

for our Valentine Raffle.  Also, thank you to all the 

students for working hard to sell tickets and to the 

parents, friends, and family who purchased the tick-

ets.   

 

The ABC/PTO wants to acknowledge Nancy 

Ginkens and Chris Johnson.  They do a lot of be-

hind the scene work to help make the book fair   

successful. Thank you ladies!   

  Quilt made and donated to 

ABC/PTO by Brenda 

Buchholz 



Preschool News 

The Preschool class has been very busy since coming back from Christmas break!  We have con-

tinued learning our letters and numbers and even got to make and eat our own ice cream for 

letter Ii week!  We worked with our partners to measure, mix, and shake until we had ice 

cream.  It was hard work but tasted delicious! 

We have also been learning about dental health and were able to take a field trip to the den-

tist office.  We would like to thank Dr. McClenahan and Theresa for teaching us how to brush 

and floss and for the special toothbrushes and goodie bags! 

We are looking forward to going to the Kearney Children’s Museum and the many other fun   

activities we have planned for the year!    

 

     Purchase your 2013-2014 yearbook today!  Price is $43 and includes your name on the 

front  cover.  See Mrs. Klepper to purchase!!! 

 

     Senior parents:  If you missed the deadline to purchase a senior farewell in the 2013-

2014 yearbook, please contact Mrs. Klepper ASAP. 



FROM THE COUNSELOR’S DESK: 

 

MARCH’S CHARACTER TRAITS:     Trustworthiness & Flexibility 

   

IMPORTANT NOTICE FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA AT OMAHA!!! UNO will no  

 longer accept ACT or SAT scores sent from high schools starting with students entering 

 in the summer or fall of 2015. These test scores MUST be sent to UNO DIRECTLY from 

 the testing agency! Any student interested in attending UNO should make sure they choose 

 UNO’s code when registering for these tests. The scores will be sent to UNO for free. UNL 

 already follows this policy for ACT scores. If any parent or student has any questions about  

 this policy, please ask Mrs. Luther. 

SENIORS: Have you checked out Overton’s website? Click on the “College Information” link. 

 JUNIORS—it’s never too early to look at this yourself! Another site available is  

 SchoolSoup.com. It is supposed to be the largest scholarship database in the world. We 

 have added this link to our website, as well.  

SENIORS:  If you think you might do your FAFSA online, you need to register for a PIN. 

 Dependent students must have their parents register.  This may be done at  

 www.pin.ed.gov.  FAFSA is the form that allows you to receive college grants and loans 

 from the government.  You will not fill out the form until after the first of the year, 

 but you can apply for your PIN anytime. 

POTENTIAL COLLEGE ATHLETES:  register with the NCAA clearinghouse! Come see me if you  

 have any questions. ACT scores must be sent to the clearinghouse via ACT, not our school. 

 PLEASE NOTE!!! The NCAA is changing eligibility rules beginning with this year’s senior 

 and freshmen classes. Division II schools have increased the number of core classes from 

14 to 16. Division I has increased its minimum core class GPA from 2.0 to 2.3. They will also require that 

10 of the 16 core course requirements be finished before the beginning of the student’s 7th semester, or 

at the beginning of their senior year.  

The NAIA has started a registration process for potential athletes, much like the NCAA. If you 

 have a student interested in playing for one of these colleges, check out their website at 

 www.playnaia.org. 

The next ACT TESTING DATE is April 12th.  The deadline to sign-up for this test is March 7th.  

ACT tests will be in Overton in April and June.  Students who qualify for free/reduced lunch prices may 

be able to receive a fee waiver from ACT. Remember you now MUST upload a picture to your application!!!! 

See Mrs. Luther for more information. 

ACT reports that 70% of all test-takers now register online. They are encouraging as many 

 students as possible to sign up in this manner. Information is in Mrs. Luther’s office; or 

 you may go to act.org for details or to set up a free account. 

The NEBRASKA Council On Economic Education is offering a summer workshop for high school 

 juniors. This event will be July 27th to August 1st at UNL. The cost would be $300. Details 

 may be found at http://www.nebraskacouncil.org. 

Students that may be interested in STUDENT EXCHANGE PROGRAMS, see Mrs. Luther. The 

 ASSE International Student Exchange Programs have opportunities for summer, semester, 

 or year-long exchanges to Europe, Asia, or the Americas. 

 

http://www.pin.ed.gov/


UNL’s COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE is sponsoring summer workshops for students interested in 

 architecture, landscape architecture, and interior design. These workshops are for students  

 who have completed 2 or more years of high school. The events will be in June on the UNL 

 campus. Please see Mrs. Luther for more information on registration, which is due April 7th. 

SOUTHEAST COMMUNITY COLLEGE will be sponsoring an AUTOMOTIVE SUMMER CAMP for  

 students interested in a career in automotive repair. The camp is June 13th and 14th in  

 Milford. The cost of the camp is $29. Students must be 16 years of age to attend and  

 registration is due by June 2nd. See Mrs. Luther for more details. 

JUNIORS: The AMERICAN LEGION will again be hosting the JUNIOR LAW CADET PROGRAM in 

 June. Attendees do not need to pursue a career in law enforcement to attend. Students will 

 learn about investigation techniques, fingerprinting, lie detection, and physical fitness.  

 Students must complete local applications by March 1st. See Mrs. Luther ASAP, if  

 interested!! (There are separate sessions for boys and girls.) 

The NEBRASKA STATE 4-H CAMP is looking for SUMMER CAMP COUNSELORS!!! Students must 

 be at least 15 years old to apply, but would have a very fun job opportunity if you like to  

 be outdoors!! The camp is holding a “Summer Blast Lock-In” on March 15th at the camp to  

 inform interested students about the opportunity. See Mrs. Luther for details!!! 

 

COLLEGE OPEN HOUSES: See Mrs. Luther for registration information. 

 

UNL Red Letter Days: March 14th & 17th; April 18th 

UNO: Be A Mav Day:  Junior Day: April 18th; UNO will be hosting a housing Open House and a Peter 

 Kiewit Institute Open House on April 6th  

WAYNE STATE: Fridays @ WSC: March 7 & 28; April 18; 

 JUST JUNIORS: March 22nd 

NCK: Spring Spotlight: March 11 (Beloit) & 13 (Hays) 

AUGUSTANA COLLEGE: Visit Days: April 7-11 & 14-17; Junior Visit Days: April 4 & 25 

COLLEGE OF HAIR DESIGN: April 11th  

NORTHEAST COMMUNITY COLLEGE: Explore Northeast Days: April 15th; Junior Day: March 20th  

 

COLLEGE REPRESENTATIVES AT OHS:  

* Central Community College: March 3rd at 11:30 (for juniors & seniors) 

* Fort Hays State University: March 12th at 2:30 (this visit will be for juniors also!) 

 

JUNIORS: There will be a Spring College Fair at the University of Nebraska at Kearney on  

 Sunday, March 30th (I don’t have exact times yet, but would assume it would be in the 

 1:00 – 3:30 range). This would be a SPECTACULAR time to start looking at your college 

 choices!!! I encourage you to attend! If you plan on going to the event, register at  

 NebraskaCollegeFairs.org and print off the barcode with your personal information. You 

 can have the college reps scan the barcode—and you don’t have to fill 100s of postcards! 

 Let me know if you have questions!! 



 SCHOLARSHIPS: 

* The UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA AT LINCOLN HONORS’ PROGRAM will be taking applications 

 for the University Honors Program until March 1st. 

* TITAN MACHINERY is offering a SPONSORSHIP for students interested in the diesel 

 mechanics program at Central Community College. This sponsorship covers the cost of  

 tuition, fees, books, and tools, but not the cost of room and board. Upon completion of 

 the program, students would be asked to work for Titan Machinery for two years. Please 

 see Mrs. Luther for details. 

* LOCAL SCHOLARSHIPS can be found on the Overton Public School website. Click on the  

 “College Information” tab, then the “Scholarship Application” tab. There should be a list 

 of applications available there! Please take note of qualifications of applicants, as well as 

 the DUE DATES!! Many are due March 15th, but a few have different due dates. If you  

 have questions, please see Mrs. Luther! There are also scholarship applications you can 

 check out on the Lexington High School Guidance page. They list some applications that  

 are open to all Dawson County residents! 

* I received a fax with all of the following scholarship applications listed on it. The fax did not have 

 a lot of information about each one, but if you are interested, it might be worth looking up 

 the websites and seeing what is involved.  

 PETER PASULA STUDY HABITS SCHOLARSHIP: $500 due April 1st: Student must be 

 enrolling in any program that is at least 2 years in length by the fall of 2014 and answer an 

essay question on the online application, which can be found at: www.mortgagebrokerscoquitlam.com.  

MAPLE LEAF DENTISTRY SCHOLARSHIP: $500 due May 30th: Student must be enrolling 

in any program that is at least 2 years in length by the fall of 2014, have a minimum 3.0 

GPA, and has to have recorded at least 100 volunteer hours over the last 2 years. 

Applications are at: www.peterboroughdentists.com. 

* The AmeriCorps National Civilian Community Corps offers a full-time, 10-month, residential 

 service program for 2,800 young adults between the ages of 18-24. Students receive room 

 and board, a small living stipend, and leadership development, in addition to $5550 to help 

 pay for college or pay back existing school loans. See Mrs. Luther for further details. 

* The INDEPENDENT INSURANCE AGENTS OF NEBRASKA FOUNDATION is accepting  

 applications for 3 memorial scholarships, each valued at $1000. Applications are for 

 students planning to major in a business-related field and must be postmarked by March 

 1st. See Mrs. Luther for more information. 

* The NEBRASKA COOPERATIVE EDUCATION FOUNDATION is offering 3 $1100 awards 

 to students attending UNL’s College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources. 

 One scholarship will be for an incoming freshman and two going to upper-classmen. A 

 $600 scholarship will be available for students majoring in agribusiness or ag production 

 systems at the Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture in Curtis. Scholarships will be 

 awarded to students whose parents are members, directors or employers of Nebraska 

 cooperative for at least 3 years. Applications are at www.nebr.coop and are due April 15th. 

http://www.mortgagebrokerscoquitlam.com
http://www.peterboroughdentists.com
http://www.nebr.coop


* CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE’S general scholarship application may be found on their 

 website at www.cccneb.edu/financialaid. Students attending any campus of CCC should fill 

 out this application by March 1st. CCC also has ACT ADVANTAGE ($700) AND COMPASS 

 ADVANTAGE ($700) SCHOLARSHIPS for students who obtain minimum scores on these 

 tests. Applications will be sent directly to students who qualify for these awards. These 

 applications are due February 14th. 

* CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE awards $150 SUMMER SCHOLARSHIPS for junior and senior 

 students who plan to take a summer course through CCC. These applications will be  

 available on the CCC website on March 7th and are due April 18th. ACT, Compass, or Asset 

 scores are needed for the application. See Mrs. Luther for more details. 

* DAWSON PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT is offering a $1500 UTILITY LINE SCHOLARSHIP. This 

 is strictly for students pursuing a degree in utility line work at an accredited school. The 

 application may be accessed at www.dawsonpower.com and is due March 18th.  

* The BUICK ACHIEVERS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM will award up to 100 $25,000 awards for  

 high-achieving students (seniors or college undergrads) enrolling in a 4-year college or 

 university. Students planning to major in engineering, technology, design or business are 

 encouraged to apply. Applications are at www.buickachievers.com and are due Feb. 28th. 

* DAWSON COUNTY FARM BUREAU has various awards available. The DAWSON COUNTY FARM 

 BUREAU SCHOLARSHIP is for students who are (or have parents that are) Dawson County 

 Farm Bureau Members. Students majoring in an agricultural field will be given first priority. 

 Three awards of $500 will be given. See Mrs. Luther for an application, which is due April 2. 

 The YOUNG FARMERS & RANCHERS SCHOLARSHIP is a $1000 award for students 

 between the ages of 18-35 who are enrolling full time in an agriculture-related major. The 

 student must be a member or a dependent member of Nebraska Farm Bureau. Applications  

 can be found at www.nefb.org and are due May 1st. CHARLES MARSHALL EDUCATIONAL 

 LOANS are also available for Farm Bureau members. Applications for college loans are  

 due July 1st.  

* The NORALL SCHOLARSHIP is for Dawson County High School Seniors and past graduates of 

 Dawson County High Schools. This award is for all majors, but priority will be given to those 

 in the MEDICAL field. Applications may be found at www.lexfoundation.org/scholarships/  

 collegiate and are due March 1st. 

* The HIGH PLAINS CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN METEOROLOGICAL SOCIEY and the 

 NATIONAL WEATHER ASSOCIATION have established the JIM JOHNSON  

 SCHOLARSHIP. This $500 award is for a senior who plans a career in a physical science 

 (chemistry, physics, astronomy, earth science, geology, hydrology, meteorology, soil 

 science, or oceanography). Applications may be obtained in Mrs. Luther’s office and are  

 due April 15th.  

* The NEBRASKA LEGAL PROFESSIONALS ASSOCIATION is awarding 2 scholarships (1 for  

 $1000 and 1 for $500) for students pursuing a career in law. Applications are in Mrs.  

 Luther’s office and are due March 31st. 

http://www.cccneb.edu/financialaid
http://www.dawsonpower.com
http://www.buickachievers.com
http://www.nefb.org
http://www.lexfoundation.org/scholarships/


* Mid-Plains Community College has several scholarships available for students attending their 

 school. Applications may be found online at www.mpcc.edu or in Mrs. Luther’s office. 

 These applications are due March 1st.  

 

* Seniors who have been active in GOLF, the CENTRAL NEBRASKA SENIOR GOLF ASSOCIATION 

 will award scholarships ranging from $500 to $1000. Applications are in Mrs. Luther’s office 

 and must be received by March 1st!! 

* CABELA’S will be awarding several $10,000 scholarships for their WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP 

 SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM. These awards are only for graduation senior girls and are due 

 on March 10th. Applications may be found at www.thehugefoundation.org.  

 

SCHOLARSHIP SEARCH SITES: 

* www.Fastaid.com 

* www.scholarships.com  

* www.fastweb.com 

* www.educationquest.com 

* www.scholarshipmonkey.com 

* www.ScholarshipExperts.com 

* www.Schoolsoup.com 

* www.CollegeBoard.com 

 

 

PENNIES FOR PATIENTS WRAP-UP 

 

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU to everyone who donated to our 2014 Pennies for Patients campaign for 

the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society of Nebraska. The total amount raised for Overton Public School was almost 

$1100!!!!! WAY TO GO, OVERTON!!!!! The Kindergarteners were our overall winners, bringing in $196.07, and will 

enjoy a pizza party later in the year. The 3rd graders came in 2nd with a total of $188.75. Third place went to 4th 

grade with a total of $114.87. The first graders also raised over $100 as a class. Thanks, again, everyone, for a 

job well done!!! Start saving those pennies for next year!! J   

 

 

 

http://www.mpcc.edu
http://www.thehugefoundation.org
http://www.scholarships.com/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.educationquest.com/
http://www.scholarshipmonkey.com/
http://www.scholarshipexperts.com/
http://www.schoolsoup.com/
http://www.collegeboard.com/


MINUTES OF THE OVERTON PUBLIC SCHOOL BOARD OF EDUCATION 

REGULAR MEETING 

February 10, 2014 

7:30 p.m.  

 

Board President called the meeting to order. Members Present: 

 

Dolan 

Hasty 

Johnson 

Meier 

Rudeen 

Walahoski 

 

Notification:  The February 10, 2014 meeting of the Overton Public School Board of Education was posted at the Overton 

Public School, on the Overton Public School web site, Beacon Observer, Post Office, R & S Market, and the Security First 

Bank 

 

Open Meetings Information: To be in compliance with LB 898, The Nebraska Open Meetings Act, President informed the 

public that a copy of the Open Meetings Law is posted near the LMC check-out counter. 

 

Administration Present: Mark Aten, Superintendent, Brian Fleischman, Principal 

 

Guests Present: Justin Hodgson and Bricen Margritz 

 

Public Comments:  None  

 

Reports: Student Council representatives Bricen Margritz and Justin Hodgson reported on Council activities 

 

Communications: None 

 

Other: None 

  

Action Items: 

1.  Agenda - Moved by Rudeen, seconded by Walahoski to approve the agenda of the February 10, 2014 regular 

monthly board meeting as presented. Motion 5-0-1. Voting Yes: (5), Dolan, Hasty, Meier, Rudeen, and Wala-

hoski. Voting No: (0), Absent: (1): Johnson. 

 

2.  Minutes - Moved by Meier, seconded by Dolan to approve the minutes of the January 13, 2014 regular monthly 

board meeting. Motion 5-0-1. Voting Yes: (5), Dolan, Hasty, Meier, Rudeen, and Walahoski. Voting No: (0), 

Absent: (1): Johnson. 

 

3.  Claims - Moved by Dolan, seconded by Hasty to pay the February General Fund bills in the amount of 

$58,822.82.  Motion 5-0-1. Voting Yes: (5), Dolan, Hasty, Meier, Rudeen, and Walahoski. Voting No: (0), 

Absent: (1): Johnson. 

 

4.  Moved by Hasty, seconded by Meier to approve contract with ESU 10 for Special Education Supervision, Psy-

chology Services, Physical and Occupational Therapy and Audiology. Motion 5-0-1. Voting Yes: (5), Dolan, 

Hasty, Meier, Rudeen, and Walahoski. Voting No: (0), Absent: (1): Johnson. 

5.  Moved by Meier, seconded by Walahoski to approve contract with Principal. Motion 5-0-1. Voting Yes: (5), 

Dolan, Hasty, Meier, Rudeen, and Walahoski. Voting No: (0), Absent: (1): Johnson. 

 

6.  Moved by Walahoski, seconded by Dolan to approve the 2014-2015 school calendar. Motion 6-0. Voting Yes: 

(6), Dolan, Hasty, Meier, Johnson, Rudeen, and Walahoski. Voting No: (0).. 

 

7.  Moved by Meier, seconded by Walahoski to adjourn at 10:10 p.m. Motion 6-0. Voting Yes: (6), Dolan, Hasty, 

Meier, Johnson, Rudeen, and Walahoski. Voting No: (0). 



Board Reports and Discussion Topics: 

 

1.  Board Reports: 

a.  Upcoming NASB Calendar of Events 

b.  Interlocal: Ceiling Fans in Family Center 

 

2.  Discussion Topics: 

a.  March regular board meeting date and time. March 10, 2014 beginning at 7:30 p.m. in the LMC 

b.  Projects 

c.  Review 3000 Series Board Policies 

d.  Preschool Expansion Grant 

e.  Board Election Filing Date 

f.   Day Care Facility Update 

 

Administrative Reports: 

 

Principal’s Report: 

1.  Upcoming Events  and Calendar 

2.  Enrollment Update 

 

Superintendent’s Report: 
1.  Enrollment Option Report 

 

2.  Option Enrollment- 

Out –         a. 

In -           a.      Tim Araujo - from Lexington - grade 9 

     b. 

Change of status – 

                                                              a.      None  

3.  Budget Review 

4.  Food Program Update 

5.  State Aid Model 

6.  Financial Summary 

 

 






